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LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES 

RELATIVE TO ^ 

LANDS GRANTED TO THE STATE OF MiCHIGrAI. 



L 

OF THE TJNIVEESITY AND SCHOOL LANDS. 

Act of Jdse 13, 18M— 6 U. E. SrinjiEa *i Libhe, 5a, 

AN ACT ■supplementary to the a«t entitled " An act to establish 
the northern boundary line of the State of Ohio, and to pro- 
vide for the admission of .the State of Michigan into the 
Union on certain conditions." 

Be a enacted by (he SeruUe and House of Rifpresentaiives of 
the United 5Wes of America, in Congress assembled. That in 
lieu of the proposition subnaitted to the Congress of the United 
States by an ordinance passed by the convention of delegates 
at Detroit, assembled for the piorpoae of maMng a constitution 
for the State of Michigan, which are hereby rejected; and that 
the following propositions ba, and the same are hereby offered 
to the^egislatui-e of the Stttte of Michigan, for their acceptance 
or rejection, which if accepted, under the awthority. conferred 
on the said Legislature by the convention which framed the 
constitution of the said State, shall be obligatory upon the 
United States. 

First. That section numbered sixteen in every township of 
the public lands, and where such section has been sold or other- 
wise disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto, and as contig- 
uous as may be, shall be granted to the State for the use of 
schools. 

Second. That the seventy-two sections of land set apart and 
reserved for the use and support of a University by loi act of 
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Congi'ess approved on the twentieth day of May, eighteen hun- 
dred and twentj^s, entitled " An act concerning a seminary of 
learning in the Tenitory of Michigan," are hereby granted 
and conveyed to the State, to be appropriated solely to the use 
and eupijtft of such university, in such manner as the Legisla^ 
tore ma^prescribe: And provided, dso, That nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to impair or affect in any 
way the rights of any person or peraons claiming finy of said 
seventy-two sections of land, tinder contract or grant from said 
university. 

Third. That five entire sections of land, to he selected and lo- 
cated under the direction of the Legislature, in legal divisions 
of not less than one-quarter section, from any of the unappro- 
priated lands belonging to the United States within the said 
State, are hereby granted to the State for the purpose of com- 
pleting the public buildings of the said State, or for the erection 
of public buildings at the seat of Government of the said State, 
as the Legislatui-e may detennine and direct. 

Fourth. That all salt springs within the State, not esceeding 
twelve in number, with sis sections of land adjoining, or as con- 
tiguous as may be to each, shall be gi'anted to the said State 
for its use, the same to be selected by the Legislature thereof, 
on or before the first of January, eighteen hundred and forty; 
and the same, when so selected, to be used on such terms, con- 
ditions and regulations, as the Legislature of the saiff State 
shall direct: Provided, That no salt spring, the right whereof is 
now vested in any individual or tadividnals, or which may here- 
after be confirmed or adjudged to anyindivi^ial or individuals- 
shall, by this section, be granted to said State : And provided, dso. 
That the General Assembly shall never sell or lease the same, at 
any one time, for a longer period than ten years, without the 
consent of Congress. 

Fifili. That five per cent, of the nett proceeds of the sales of 
all pubhc lands lying within the said State, which have been or 
shall be sold by Congress, from and after the first day of July, 
eighteen -hundred and thirty-six, (after deducting all the es- 
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penaes incident to the same,) shall be appropriated for making 
public roads and canals within the said State, as the LegMa- 
ture may direct: Provided, That the five foregoing propositions 
herein offered ai-e on the condition the Legislature of the said 
State, by virtue of the powers conferred upon it by Uie conven- 
tion which fi-amEd the constitution of the said State, shall 
provide, by an ordinance irrevocable without the con- 
sent of the Uiiited States, ^that the said State shall never 
interfere witli the primai-y disposal of the soil within the 
same by the United States, nor with any regulations Con- 
gress may find necessary for securing the title in such 
soil to the honajide purchasers thei-eof; and that no tax shall be 
imposed on lands the property of the United States; and 
that in no case shall non-resident proprietors be taxed higher 
than residents; and that the boiinty lands granted, or hereafter 
to be granted, for military services during the late war, shall, 
whilst they continue to be held by the patentees or their hen's, 
remain exempt fi'om any tax laid by order or under the author- 
ity of the State, whether for State, county, township, or any 
other pui-pose, for the term of three years fi-om and after tlie 
date of the patents respectively. 
Approved, June 23, 1836. 



AN ACT to appropriate lands for the support of Schools in 
certain townships and fractional townships, not before 
provided for. 

Be a enacted hy the Senate and Souse of Representatwes of the 
United SUdes of America, in Conffress assembled. That to make 
provision for the support of schools, in all townships or frac- 
tional townships for which no land has been heretofore appro- 
priated for that use in those States in which section number 
eifcteen, or other land equivalent thereto, is by law directed to 
be reserved for the support of schools, in each township, there 
shall be reserved and appropriated, for the use of schools, in 
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each entire township, or fraotional towjiehip, for which no land 
has been heretofore appropriated or granted for that purpose, 
the following quantities of land, to "wit: for each township or 
fractional township, containing a greater quantity of land than 
three-quarters of an entire township, one section; for a frac- 
tional township, containing a gi-eater quantity of land than one- 
haJf, and not more than three-quarters of a township, three- 
quarters of a section; for a fi-actional toVnship, containing a 
greater quantity of land than one-quarter, and not more than 
one-half of a township, one-half section; and for a fractional 
township, containing a greater quantity of land than one entire 
section, and not more than one-quarter of a township, one- 
quarter section of land. 

Sec. 2. Aiid be it further enacted. That the aforesaid tracts of 
land shall be selected by the Secre^ry of the Treasury, out of 
any unappropriated public land within the land district where 
the township for which any tract is selected may be situated;- 
and when so selected, shall be held by the same tenui^e, and 
upon the same terms, for the support of schools, in such 
township, as section number sixteen is, or may be held, in the 
State where such township shall be situated. 

Approved, May 20, 1826. 

; Act of Kay 20, ISSe— 4 U. S. SuTPna ii LiBiiE, ISO. j 

AN ACT concerning a.Seminary of Learning in the Territory 
of Mich^an. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Mepresentatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled. That the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to set 
apart and reserve from sale, out of any pu^c lands within the 
territory of Michigan, to which the Indian title may be extin- 
guished, and not otherwise appropriated, a quantity of land, not 
exceeding two entire townships, for the use and support of an 
University within the territory aforesaid, and for no other use 
or piirpose whatsoever, to be located in tracts of land correa- 
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ponding with any of the legtJ divisions into which the public 
landa are authorized to be surveyed, not less than one section, 
oBe of which said townships, so set apart and reserved from 
sale, shall be in lieu of an entire township of land, directed to 
be located in said territory for the use of a seminary of leaniijig 
therein, by an act of Congress entitled "An act making provis- 
ion for the disposal of the public lands in the Indian temtory, 
and for other purposes," approved March twenty-sixth, one 
thousand eight hundred and foui-. 
Approved, May 20, 1826. 

Act of Jis. 13,1830—4 U. S. Siatvtbs at iJBGI,3I0. 

AN ACT to authorize the exchange of certain lots of land be- 
tween the University of Michigan territory, andMartinBaum 
atid others. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representaiives of ike 
United Stales of America, in Congress assembled, That the Trus- 
" tees of the University of Michigan be, and they are hereby, au- 
thorized to exchange vdtli Martin Baum and others, the tracts 
of . land designated as river lots, number one and two, in the 
United States' resen-e of twelve miles squni-e, on the Miami of 
Lake Erie, heretofore purchased from the United States, and 
which, having been relinquished by the said Martin Baum un- 
der the provisions of the act of the second of March, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and twenty-one, for the relief of the pur- 
chasers of the pu1)lic lands, were -afterwards selected by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, for the , said University, under the 
provisions of the act of the twentieth of May, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty-sis, entitled " An act concerning a 
seminary of learning in the territory of Michigan,", for such 
other lands as may be agreed upon by them; and the President 
of the United States, upon being advised by the said Trustees 
that such exchange has been made, is hereby authorized and 
required to issue patents in such manner as may be necessary 
to carry this act into full effect. 
Approved January 13, 1830. 
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IF Mjhot 3, 1847—9 U. S 



AN ACT to give the consent of Congress to the sale of 
certain Salt Spring Lands, heretofore granted to the State of 
Michigan. 

Be it emated h\j the Senate and Home of Sepresenlaltces of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the State 
of Michigan shall be, and hereby is, authorized and empowered 
to sell, in such manner as the Legislatui-e of said State ?hall 
by la^ direct, the Salt Spring laudb granted to said State for 
its use, by an a«t entitled " An act supplementary to the act 
entitled an act to estabhsh the northern boundary line of the 
State of Ohio, and to pi-OYxde for the admission of the State of 
Michigan into the "Union, on certain conditions, approved June 
23, 1836. 

Approved March 3, 1847. 

* [45 ,310, ifi Acres, applied to Aajlumsnd Normai-Scliool Fund.] 



AN ACT to confirm to the State of Michigiu ceitam lands 
selected for salme purposes 

Se it enabled by the Senate and House of Bepresenitdites of 
tfte United Slaies of America tn Gong)i.v, af<f<pnb/fd That the 
selections and locations by the State of Michigan of the lands 
lying in said State, described as sections nuiubeied two tlnee 
four, five, eight, nine, ten, eleven fouiteeu fifteen twentj one 
and twenty-two, in Township seven North, of Eange fourteen 
East, heretofore made under and by virtue of the fourth 
proposition contained in the first section of an act entitled 
"An act supplementary to the act entitled ' An act to estabHsh 
■the northern boundary fine of the State of Ohio, and to provide 
for the admission of the State of Michigan into the Union on 
certain conditions,' " approved June 23d, 1836, be, and the same 
are hereby, recognized as vahd, and confirmed to said State, in 
lieu of twelve other sections which were incorrectly noted as 
confirmations under said act, by reason of an erroneous inter- 
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pretation given »t the General Lund Office, to the original li* 
of selections. 

Approved Angnat 25, 1852. 



An OF MjRon a, IS35-fl TT. S. SiiHTSs it Unos, 8H. 

AN ACT to authorize the sale of certain knde belonging to the 
University of Michigan. 
Be U ettacled by the Senate mi Home of RufremMivet of 
the Vnited Slates (fAmerwa, in Congress assembled. That William 
Wooilbridge, John Biddle, and the Governor of the Tei-ritorj 
of Michigan, Trustees of the University of said Territory, be, 
and they are hereby, authorized to sell at pubho auction to the 
highest bidder, alter sixty days previous notice of the time 
and plKie, m three of the newspapers of said Territoij, the 
fohowing tracts of land belonging to said University, and lying 
near Toledo, on the Maumee liver of Lake Erie, to-wit: 
Tracts number three and four, the south-west quarter of section 
number two, and the west half of section number three, m 
township number three, witlnn tlie ' Twelve mile Eeservation," 
at the foot of the rapids of the slid Manmee river, and the 
said ffi-nstees are herelij authonzed to make good and sufficient 
conveyances of said lands, and the product arising from the 
sale thereof, shah be considered and shah constitute a pai-t of 
the general land appropriated for the benefit of the University 
of Michigan. 
Approved March 3, 1835. 



AN A.CT donatmg public lands to the several States and Tei-ri- 
tones which may provide colleges for the benefit of agriculture 
and the mechamc arts. 

Be a enacted by the Senate and House of Bqmsenlatim of the 
United States of America, in Congress axsemSed, That there be 
granted to the several States, for the purposes hereinafter njen- 
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tioned, on amount of pubKe land, to be apportioned to ea«ii 
State a qnantity equal to thirty thousand acres for each Senator 
and Bepresentjitive in Congress to which the States are respect- 
ively entitled by the appoi-tionment under the census of eighteen 
hundred and sixty; Pivvided, That no mineral lands shall be 
selected or purchased under the _ provisions of this act. 

Sec. 2. And be il further enacted. That the land aforesaid, aft«r 
being surveyed, shall be apportioned to the several States in 
sections or subdivisions of sections, not less than one-quarter of 
a section; and whenever there are public laiids in a State sub- 
ject to sale at private entry at one dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre, the quantity to which said Stat« shall be entitled shall 
be selected from such lands within the limits of such State, and 
the Secretary of the Interior is hereby directed to issue to each 
of the States in which there is not the quantity of public iands 
subject to sale at private entry at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, to which said State niity be 'entitled under the 
provisions of this act, land scrip to the amount in acres for the 
deficiency of its distributive share; said scrip to be sold by said 
States and the proceeds thereof applied to the uses and pur- 
poses prescribed in this act, and for no other use or purpose 
whatsoever: Provided, That in no case shall any State to which 
land scrip may thus be issued be allowed to locate the same 
within the limits of any other State, or of any Teri-itory of the 
United States, but theii' assignees may thus locate said land 
scrip upon any of the unappropriated lands of the United States 
subjqpt to sale at private entry at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents, or less, per acre: And provided, further. That not more 
than one million a«res shall be located by such assignees in any 
one of the States: And providedjfurlhftr. That no such location 
■ shall be made before one yeai' from the passage of this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all the expenses of 
management, superintendence, and taxes from date of selection ■ 
of said lands, previous to their sales, and all expenses incurred 
in the management and disbrursement of the moneys which may 
be received therefrom, shall be paid by the States to which they 
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may belong, out of the treasury of said States, so that the en- 
tire proceeds of the sale of said lands shall be applied ■without 
any diminution whatever to the purposes hereinafter mentioned. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That all moneys derived 
from the sale of the lands aforesaid by the States to which the 
lands are apportioned, and from the sales of land scrip herein- 
before proTided for, shall be invested in stocks of the United 
States, or of the States, or some other safe stocks, yielding not 
less than five per centum upon the par value of said stocks; 
and that the moneys so invested shall constitute a perpetual 
fond, the capita! of which shall remain forever undiminished, 
(except so far as may be provided in section fifth of this act,), 
and the interest of which shall be inviolably appropriated, by 
each Statfi which may take and claim the benefit of this act, to 
the endowment, support and maintenance of at least one col- 
lege where the leading object shall be, without excluding other 
scientific and classic studies, and including mihtaiy tactics, to 
teach such branches of learning as are related to agriculture" 
■and the mechanic arts, in such manner as the Legislatures of 
the States may respectively prescribe, in order to promote the 
hberal and practical education of the industi-ifd classes in the 
several pursuits and professions in life. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the grant of land and 
land scrip hereby authorized shall be made on the following 
conditions, to which, as well as to the provisions hereinbefore 
contained, th« previous assent of the several States shall be 
signified by legislative acta r 

First. If any portion of the fund invested, as provided by the 
foregoing section, or any portion of the interest thereon, shall, 
by any action or contingency, be diminished or lost, it shall be 
replaced by the State to which it belongs, so that the capital of 
the fund shall remain forever undiminished; and the annual 
interest shaH be regularly applied without diminution to the 
purposes mentioned in the fourth section of this act, except 
that a sum, not exceeding ten per centum upon the amount re- 
ceived by any State under the provisions of this act, may be 
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4 
espended for tlie purchase of lands for sites or experimental 
farms, whenever authorized by the respective Legislatitrea of 
said States. 

Second. No portion of said fund, nor the interest thereon, 
shall be applied, directly or indirectly, under .any pretence 
whatever, to the purchase, erection, preservation or repair of 
any building or biiildinga. 

Third. Any State which may take and claim the benefit of 
the provisions of this act shall provide, wit hin five years, at 
least not less than one college, as described in the fourth section 
of this act, or the grant to such State shall cease; and said 
State shall be bound to pay the United States the amount re- 
ceived of any lands previously sold, and that the title to 
purchasers under the State shall be vaUd. 

Fourth. An annual report shall be made regarding the pro- 
gress of each college, recording any improvements or experi- 
ments made, with their cost and resulte, and such other matter, 
including State industrial and economical statistics, as may be 
supposed useful; one copy of which shall be transmitted by 
mail free, by each, to all the other colleges which may be en- 
dowed under the provisions of this act, and also one copy to the 
Secretary of the Interior. 

Fifth. When lands shall be selected from those which have 
been raised to double the minimum price, in consequence of 
railroad grants, they shall be computed to the State at the mai- 
imum price, and the number of acres proportionitely dimin- 
ished. 

Sixth. No State while in a condition of rebelhon or insurrec- 
tion against the government of the United States shall be en- 
titled to the benefits of this aci 

Seventh. No State shall be entitled to the benefits of this act 
unless it shall express its acceptance thereof by its Legislature 
within two yeai-s from the date of its approval by the President. 

Sec. 6. And be U/iirlher enacted. That hmd scrip issued under 
the provisions of this act shall not be subject to location until 
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after the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
siity-three. 

Sec. 1 And be it further enacted, That the land officers shall 
receive the same fees for locating land scrip issued under the 
provisions of this act as is now allowed for the location of mili- 
tary bounty land warrants under existing law: Provided, Theu- 
maximum compensation shall not be thereby increased. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted. That the Goveniors of the 
several States to wliieh scrip shall be issued under this act shall 
be required to report annually to Congress all sales made of 
such scrip luitil the whole shaU be disposed o^ the amount re- 
ceived for the same, and what appropriation has heen made of 
the proceeds. 

Approved July 2, 1862. 
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II. 

OF LANDS GEANTED FOE INTEBNAL IMPROVE- 
MENTS. 

Aot OF Sept. 4,1811— B U.S. STinjiEajiljEGB, 153. 

AN ACT to appropriate the proceeds of the sale of public lands, 
and to grant preemption rights. 
Ee it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent aiive& of the 
United States of AmerKa, in Congress assembled, That from and 
after the thirty-first day of Decembei-, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, there be allowed 
and paid to each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Ala- 
bama, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana, Artausas, and Michigan, 
over and above what each of the said States is entitled to by 
the terms of the compacts entered mto between them and the 
United States, upon their admission into the rnion, the sum of 
ten per centum upon the nett proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, which, subsequent to the day aforesaid, shall be made 
within the limits of each of said States respectively: Provided, 
That the sum so allowed to the said States, respectively, shall 
be in no -wise affected or diminished on account of any sums 
which have been heretofore, or shall be hereafter, appUed to the 
construction or continuance of the Cumberland road, but that 
the disbursements for the-said road shall remain, as heretofore, 
chargeable on the two per centum fund provided for by com- 
pacts vrith several of the said States. 

Sec 8. And be it further enacted, That there shall be gi-anted 
to each State specified in the first section of this act, five hun- 
dred thousand acres of land for purposes of mtemal improve- 
ment i Provided, That to each of the said States which has 
ahready received grants for said purposes, there is hereby 
granted no more than a quantity of land which shall, together 
with the amount such Stat« has ahready received as aforesaid. 
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make five hundred thousand acrea, the selections in all of the 
said States, to be made within their limits respectiyely in such 
manner as the Legislatures thereof stall direct; and located in 
parcels conformably to sectional divisions and subdivisions, of 
not less than three hundred and twenty acres in any one loca- 
tion, on any pubhc land except such as is or may be reserved 
from sale by any law of Congress or proclamation of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, which said locations may be made at 
any time after the lands of the "United States in said States 
respectively, shall have been suneyed according to existing 
laws. And there shall be and hereby is, granted to each new 
State that shall ho hereafter admitted into the Union, upon 
such admission, so much land, including such quantity as may 
have been granted to such State before its admission, and while 
under a Territorial Government, for purposes of internal im- 
provement as aforesaid, as shall make five hundred thousand 
acres of land, to be selected and located as aforesaid. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, Thatthelandshereingi-anted 
to the States above named- sh^ not be disposed of at a price 
less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, untQ other- 
wise authorized by a law of the United States; and the nett 
proceeds of the sales of said lands shall be faithfully apphed to 
objects of internal improvement within the States aforesaid, 
respectively, namely; roads, railways, bridges, canals and im- 
provement of water-courses, and draining of swamps; and such 
roads, railways, canals, bridges and water-coiu-ses, when made 
or improved, shall be free for the transportation of the United 
States mail, and munitions of war, and for the passage of their 
troops, without the payment of any toll whatever. 

Approved Sept i, 1841. 
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Act of Mil £B, 182i— « IT, S. SrATiinB jt Lmoe, 60. 

AN ACT graiitoBg to the counties or parishes of each State and 
Territory of the United States, in which the public lands are 
situated, the right of preemption to quarter sections of land, 
for seats of justice within the same. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Souse of Ikpresenlatives of the 
United Slates of America, in Congress assembled. That there be 
granted to the several counties or parishes of each State and 
Territory of the United States, where there are pubHc lands, at 
the minimum price for which pubUc lands of the United States 
are sold, the right of pre&nption to one quarter section of land, 
in each of the counties or parishes, of said States or Territories, 
in trust for said counties or parishes, respectively, for the estab- 
lishment of seats of justice thereui: Provided, The proceeds of 
the sale of each of eaid quarter sections shall be appropriated 
for the purpose of erecting public buildings in the coiuity or 
parish for which it is located, after deducting therefrom the 
amount originally paid for the same: And provided, fuiiher. 
That the seat of justice for said -counties or parishes, respec- 
tively, shall be fixed previously to a sale of the adjoining lands 
\vithin the county or parish for which the same is located. 

Sec. 2. And be it furtlwr enacted. That so much of such acts, 
heretofore passed, granting to States lights of preemption, for 
county or parish purposes, as require said seats of justice to be ' 
continued at or near the centre of each of said counties or par- 
ishes, be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Approved May 26, 1824. 

[Sco 1 Comp. Laivs M:cb„ ISS.) 



Act of Acq. S, 185i— 10 IT. S. SriTUTES st Likgu, SiB, 

AN ACT to vest in the several States and Territories the title 
in fee of the Lands which have been or may be certiiied to 
them. 

£e it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresentatives of the 
United Slates of AmeiHca, in Congress ossembted, That in all cases 
where lands have been, or shall hereafter be, granted by any 
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law of Congress to any one of the several States and Tei-ritories ; 
and where said law does not convey tb? fee-simple title of sucli 
lands, or require patents to bo i^ued therefor; the lists of such 
lands which have been, or may hereafter be certified by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, "under the seal of 
said office, eithei' as originals, or copies of the originals or 
recQi-ds, shall bo regarded as conveying the fee simple of all 
the lands embraced in such lists that are of the character con- 
templated by such act of Congress, and intended to be granted 
thereby; but where lands embraced in such lists arc not of the 
character embraced by such acts of Congress, and ai-e not 
intended to be granted thereby, said hsts, so far as these 
lands are concerned, shall be perfectly nuU and void, and 
no right, title, claim, or interest shall be conveyed thereby. 
Approved August 3, 1864. 
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III. 

OP THE SWAMP LANDS. 

Act or Sbpt. 25, ISSO-O V. S. StATi-raa ai Uuge, B18. 

AN ACT to enable the State of Arkansas' and otlier States to * 
reclaim the "Swamp Lands " within their limits. 

£e it enacted hj the Senate and House of liepresentaiives of llin 
United fifefes of America, in Congress assemUed, That to enable 
the State of Aaliaiisas to construct the neceesaiy levees and 
di-ains to reclaim the swamps and overflowed lands, therein, the 
■whole, of those swamp and overflowed lands, made unfit thereby 
for cultivation, which shall remain unsold at the passage of this 
act, shall be, and the same ai-e hereby, gi-anted to said State. 

Sec. 2 And heii further,' enacted. That it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Interior, as soon as may be practicable af- 
ter the passage of this act, to make out an accurate hst of the 
plats of the lands described as aforesaid, and ti-ansmit the same 
to the Goveraor of the State of Arkansas, and, at the request of 
said Govei-nor, cause a patent to be issued to the State therefor; 
and on that patent, the fee sunple to said lands shall vest in the 
said State of Arkansas, subject to the disposal of the Legisla- 
ture thereof: Provided, however; That the proceeds of said 
lands, whether from sale or by direct appropriation in Mnd, shall 
be applied exclusively, so far as necessary, to the purpose of re- 
claiming said lands by means of the lete'es and [drains afore- 
said. 

Sec. 3. And be it fuiiher enacted. That iu making out a Hst 
and^laf« of the land aforesaid, all legal subdivisions, the greater 
portion of which is " wet and unfit for cultivation," shall be in- 
cluded in said list and plats; but when the greater part of a 
subdivision is not of that character, the whole of it shall be 
excluded therefr<Jm. 

Sec. i. And be Ufurthei- enacted, Tliat the provisions of this 
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act be extended to, and their benefits be confeiTcd upon, each 
of the other States of the Union, in wMch such ewamp and 
overflowed lands, known as designated as afor^aid, may be 
aitnated. 
Approved September 28, 1850. 

[ The Slate of Mlcmgan rscalvod B.SBl ,699.34 Acre; ander this act.] 



Act of Mabcu 3, 1967—11 I!. S. Summa Ai Large. SSI. 

AN ACT to confirm to the several States the Swamp and over- 
flowed Lands selected under the act of September twenty- 
eight, eighteen hundred and fifty, and the act of the second 
March, eighteen hundred and forty-nine. 

Be it enacted hy the Senaie and House of Bepresenlaiives of the 
Uniled Stales of America, in Congress assembled, That the selec- 
tion of ewamp and overflowed lands granted to the several 
States by the act of Congress, approved September twenty- 
eight, eighteen hundred and fifty, entitled "An act to enable 
the State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the swamp 
lands within their limits," and the act of the second of March, 
eighteen hundred and forty-nine, entitled " An act to aid the 
,Stat« of Louisiana in draining the swamp lands therein," here- 
tofore made and reported to the Cominiseioner of the General 
Land Office, so far as the same shall remain vacant and unap- 
propriated, and not interfered with by an actual settlement 
under any existing law of the United States, be and the same 
ai'e hei-eby confii-med, and shall be approved and patented to 
the said several States, in conformity with the provisions of the 
act aforesaid, as soon as may be practicable after the passage 
of this law: Provided, hoivever. That nothing in this act con- 
. .tained shall interfere with the provisions of the act of Congress 
entitled "An act for the relief of purchasers and locators of 
swamp and overflowed lands," approved March the second, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-five, which shall be and is hereby 
continued in force, and extended to all entries and locations of 
lands claimed as swamp lauds made since its passage. 
Approved March 3, 1857. 
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AN ACT for tlie relief of Purcliasers ajid Locators of Swamp 
and Overflowed Lands. 

Be it enacted by (he Senate and House of Bepresentatives of ike 
United Slates of America, in Congress assetnUed, That the Pres- 
ident of the United States cause patents to be issued, as soon 
as practicable, to the purchaser or purcliasers, locator or loca- 
tors, who have made entries of the pubhc lands, claimed as 
swamp lands, cither with cash, or with land warrants, or with 
scrip, prior to the Issue of patents to the State or States, aa 
provided for by tho second section of the act approved Septem- 
ber twenty-eight, eighteen hundred and fifty, entitled "An act 
to enable the State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the 
swamp lands within their limits," any decision of the Secretary 
of the Interior, or other ofttcer of the government of tho United 
States, to the contrary notwithstanding: Provided, That in all 
cases where any State, through its constituted authorities, may 
have sold or disposed of any tract or tracts of said land to any 
individual or individuals prior to the entry, sale, or location of 
the same, nnder the preemption or other laws of the United 
States, no patent shaUbe issaed by the President for such tract 
or tracts of land, until such State, through its constituted au- 
thorities, shall release its claim thereto, in such form as shall be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior: And provided, fur- 
ther, That if such State shall not, within ninety days from the 
passage of this act, through its constituted authorities, return 
to the General Laud Office of the United States, a list of all the 
lands sold as aforesaid, together with the dates of such sale, and 
the names of the piirchasers, the patents shall be issued imme- 
diately thereafter, as directed in the foregoing section. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That upon due proof, by the 
authorized agent of the State or States, before the Commissioner 
of _Rie General Land OfSce, that any of the lands purchased 
were swamp lands, within the true intent and meaning of the 
act aforesaid, the pm'chase money shall bo paid over to the 
Siiid State or States; and where the lands have been located by 
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warrant or scrip, the said State or States shall be authorized to 
locate a quantity of like amount, upon any of the public lands 
subject to entiy, at one dollar and a quarter per acre, or less, 
and patents shall issue therefor, upon the terms and conditions 
enumerated in the act aforesaid: Provided, hotvever. That the 
said decisions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
shall be approved by the Secretary of the Interior. 
Approved March 2, 1855. 



*CT0Pl{iB(ll]2, ISM— 12ir. S. STiHTT^iTLiHDB, a. 

AN ACT to extend the Provisions of " An act to enable the 
State of Arkansas and otlier States to reclaim the Swamp 
Lands within their limits" to Mimiesota and Oregon, and for 
other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senaic and House of Sepresenfaiivas of (he 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That the pro- 
visions of ttie act of Congress, entitled "An act to enable the 
State of Arkansas and other States to reclaim the ' swamp lands' 
within their limits," approved September twenty-eight, eighteen 
ffundred and fifty, be, and the same are hereby, extended to 
the States of Minnesota and Oregon: Provided, That the grant 
hereby made shall not include any lauds which the government 
of the United States may have reserved, sold, or disposed of 
(in pursuance of anylaw heretofore enaeted) prior to the con- 
firmation of title to bo made undei' the authority of the said 
act. 

Sec. 2. And be it further ejiaded, That the selection to be 
made from lands already surveyed in each of the States, inclu- 
ding Minnesota and Oregon, under the authority of the act 
aforesaid, and of the act to aid the State of Louisiana in drain- 
ing the swamp lands therein, approved March seconc^ one 
thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, shall be made within 
two years from the adjournment of the Legislature of each 
State at its next session after the date of this act; and, as to all 
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lands hereafter to be surveyed, within two years from such 
adjom-nment, at the nest session, after notice by the Secretary 
of the Interior to the Governor of the State, that the surveys 
have beeu completed and confirmed. 
Approved March 12, 1860. 
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IV. 

OF LANDS GRANTED TOR THE CONSTBUCTION OF 
THE SAULT STE. MARIE SHIP CAKAL. 

AN ACT granting the State of Michigan the Eight of Way, and 
a Donation of Public Lands for the Constraction of a Ship 
Canal aroand the Fajle of St. Mary's, in said State. 

Be it endeied by the Senmand House of Representatives of the 
¥iiUed States of America, in Congress assembled. That there be, 
and is hereby, grafted to said State, the right of locating a 
canal through the pubhc lands, known as the military reserva- 
tion at the FaHs at St. Mary's Eiver in said State; and that 
four hundred feet of land in width extending along the line of 
such canal be, and the same ia hereby granted, to be used by 
said State, or under the authority thereof for the construction 
and convenience^f such canal, and the appurtenances thereto, 
and the use thereof is hereby vested in said State forever, for 
the purposes aforesaid, and no other: Provided, That in loca^* 
ting the line of said canal through said militarj reservation, the 
same shall be located on the line of the survey heretofore made 
for that purpose, or such other route between the waters above 
and below said falls, as under the approval of the Secretary of 
War may be selected: And provided further, That said canal 
shall be at least one hundi'ed feet wide, witli a depth of water 
twelve feet, and the locks shall be at least two hiuidred and 
fifty feet long, and sixty feet wide. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there J^e, and hereby 
is granted to the said State of Michigan, for the puipose of 
aiding said State in constructing and completing said .ganal, 
seven hundred and fifty thousand acres of pubhc lands, to be 
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selected in subdivisions^ agreeably to the United States surveys, 
by an agent or agents to be appointed by the Governor of said 
State, subject to the approval of the Seci-ctary of the Interior, 
from any lands within said State, subject to private entry. 

Sec. 3. And be U furiher enacted. That the said lands hereby 
granted, shall be subject to the disposal of the Legislature of 
the Stat« for the purposes aforesaid and no other; and the said 
canal shall be, and remain a public highway for the use of tlie 
Gtovemment of the United States, free from toll or other chai-ge 
upon the vessels of said government engaged in the public 
service, or upon vessels employed by said government in the 
transportation of any property ij^i^oops of the United States. 

Sea 4. And be it furthe)- enactM, That if the said canal shj^l 
not be commenced within three and completed within ten^ years, 
the said State of Michigan shall be bound to pay to. the United 
States, the amount which may be received upon the sale of any 
part of said lands by the State not less than one doUar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, the title to the purchasers under said 
State remaining valid. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the Legislature of said 
State shall cause to be kept, an accurate account of the sales 
and nett proceeds of the lands hereby granted, and of all expend- 
itures in the construction, repairs, and operating of said canal, 
and of the earainga thereof, and shall return a statement of the. 
same annually to the Secretary of the Interior; and whenever 
said State shall be fully reimbursed for all advances made for 
' the consti-uction, repairs, and operating of said canal, with legal 
interest on all advances, until the reimbufsement of the same, 
or upon payment by the United States, of any balance of such 
advances over such receipts from said lands and canal, with 
such interest, the said State shall he allowed to tax for the use 
of said canal,' only such toUs as shall be sufficient to pay all 
necessary expenses for the care, charge, and repairs of the same. • 

Sec 6. And be it further enacted, That before it shall be com- 
petent for said State to dispose of any of the lands to be selected 
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as aforesaid, the route of said canal shall be established as 
aforesaid, and a plat or plats thereof shall be filed in the office 
of the "War Department, and a duplicate thereof, in the ofElee of 
the Conunissioner of the GenBral Land Office. 
Approved August 26, 1852. 
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v., 

or LANDS GRANTED FOE THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
WAGON ROADS FOR MILITARY AND POSTAL 
SERVICE.' 

An or Joss 20, 1804—13 U. S. SiATtiis at Liboe, (1883-1,) 140. 

. AN ACT granting lauds to the State of Mehigan for the Con- 
struetion of Certain Wagon-Eoads for Military and Postal 
purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Se-mle and Souse of Itepresentaiives of the 
UnUed Slates of America, in Congress assembled, That there be, 
and hereby is, granted to the State of Michigan, for the con- 
struction of "a^wagon-road for mUitery and postal pui-poses, from 
Saginaw City, in said State, by the shortest and most feasible 
route to the Straits of Mackinaw, evei-y alternate or odd section 
of public land, not mineral, for three miles in width on each "side 
of said road, to the extent of three sections to the mile. Also a 
road from Grand Rapids, in said Statej through Newaygo, 
Traverse City, and Little Ti-averae, to the Straits of Mackinaw, 
every alfceraate or odd section of public hind, not mineral, for 
three sections in width ou each side of said road, to the extent 
of three sections to tlie mile. And it is hereby pro\ided that in 
case it shall appe^ that the United States shall have (when the 
lines or routes of said roads are definitely established) sold or 
reserved any sections or parts of sections, granted as aforesaid, 
or that the rights of preemption or homestead have attached 
to the same, so as to leave a deficiency in the amount to be se- 
lected withm the limits designated, then it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Interior to select such lands from the odd 
sections, or parts of sections, nearest to the three mile limits 
aforesaid, such quantity as shall be necessai-y to make , up the 
deficiency thus created : Provided further, That the lands hereby 
granted shall be exclusively reserved, held and apphed in the 
construction of said roads, and shall be appropriated and dis- 
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posed of only as the work progresses^ in quaatities and under 
Buct regulations and reatrietions as the State shall provide; and 
in no event shall they be appropriated or disposed of for any 
other purpose whatsoever. ' 

Seo. 2. And beit further enacted^ That any and aillandshere- 
tofore reserved to the United States by any act of Congress, or 
in any other manner by competent authority, for any public 
work, or for any other purpose whatsoever, be, and the sam6 are 
hereby, reserved to the United States from the operation of this 
act, except so far as it may be necessary to locate the routes of 
said roads through such reseiTcd lands; in which caSe the 
rights of way shall be, and are hereby granted, subject to the 
approval of the President of the United States. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That said roads shall be lo- 
cated, surveyed, and constructed, under the direction of such 
agents or commissioners as the Governor may appoint, and 
shall be chopped out a uniform width of at least six rods. The 
road-bed proper to be not less than thirty-two feet wide, and 
constructed with ample ditches on both sides, so as to afford 
sufficient .drains, with good and mibstantial bridges, and proper 
culverts and sluices where necessary. All etiunpa and roots to 
be thoroughly grubbed out between the ditches, the entire 
length of said road, the central portion of which to be sufficiently 
raised to afford a dry road-bed by means of drainage from the 
centre to the side ditches; the hills to be leveled and valleys 
raised, so as to make as easy a grade as practicable. 

Sec. 4. And be U further enacted, That when the Governor of 
the State of Michigan shaU furiiish the Secretary of the Interior 
with maps and charts showing the definite location of the line of 
each of said roads, it shall be his duty to have the hmd granted 
to each of said roads vrithheld from market, and reserved ex- 
clusively for the purposes aforesaid. And when the said Gov- 
ernor shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior that any ten 
"consecutive miles of either of said roads have been completed 
luider the provisions of this act, and in accordance with the third 
section thereof, stating definitely where said completed section 
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commencea and where it terminates, it shall be the duty of said 
secretary to cause patents to issue to said State for three sec- 
tions of land for each mile of road thus completed, as aforesaid, 
and so on until the whole of said road is completed; Provided, 
That no patents ahall be given for any of the aforesaid lands 
before the completion of ten consecutive miles of road, or for 
any road, or for any part of any road,-made before the passage 
of this act, for any greater quantity than thirty sections for each 
ten miles completed, according to the provisions of this act. 
Nothing in this proviso, however, shall be construed so as to 
prevent the apphcation of so much of the said three sections pei' 
mile as may be necessary to finish any pai-t of said roads paitly 
made before the passage of this act. 

Sec. 5. And be U further eimcted, That this graait is made upon 
the express conditions that the roads shall be and remain public 
highways, free from all toll and other charges; and that if any 
portion of said roads shall remain uncompleted for a period of 
more than five years from the approval of this act by the Presi- 
dent, the lands granted for such portion shall revert to the 
United 'Statea. 

Approved June 20, 18G4. 



AN ACT granting Lands to the States of Michigan aad Wis- 
consin, to aid in the Construction of a "Military Eoad" 
from Fort "VViikins, Copper Harbor, EeweenavF County, in the 
State of Michigan, to Fort Howard, Green Bay, in the State 
of Wisconsin. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of BepresenMives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled-, That there be 
and is hereby granted to the State of Michigan, to aid in the 
construction of a military wagon-road from Fort "Wilkins, Cop- 
per Harbor, to Houghton, Portage Lake, and thence, in a 
southerly dii'ection, to the State line of Wisconsin, every alter- 
nate section of public laad, designated by even numbers, for 
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three sections in width, on each side of said road, and also a 
like quantity, to be taken and designated in same manner, to 
the State of Wisconsin, to aid in the construction of a like 
road from the last-mentioned place, on the State line of Wis- 
consm, to Fort Howard, Green Bay, in the said State of 
Wisconsin. But in case it shall appear that the United States 
have, when the line or route of said road is definitely fixed, sold 
any section, or any part thereof, granted as "aforesaid, or that 
the right of preemption or homestead settlement has attached 
to the same, then it shall be the duty of the Secretaiy of the 
Interior to set apart from the pubhc lands of the United States, 
as near to said even sections aforesaid as may be, so much land 
as shall be equal ,to such lands as the United States have sold, 
or otherwise appropriated, or to which the right of pref;mption 
or homestead settlement has attached; which lands, (thus 
solet^ed in heu of those sold, and to which the right of 
preemption or homestead settlement hasattached, as aforesaid,) 
together with the sections and pai-ts of sections designated by 
even numbers, as aforesaid, and approved, aa aforesaid, shall 
be held by the States of Michigan and "Wisconsin for the use 
and purposes aforesaid : Provided, That the lands to be selected 
for and on account thereof shall in no case be further than 
fifteen miles from said road i Provided furtlier, That the lands 
hereby granted shall be exclusively apphed in the construction 
of that road for and on account of which such lands are hereby 
granted, and shall be disposed of only as the work progresses, 
and the same shall be applied, to no other purposes whatever: 
And provided, further. That any and all lands heretofore reserved 
to the United States, by any act of Congress, or in any other 
manner by competent authority, for the purpose of aiding in 
any object of internal improvement, or for any other purposes 
whatsoever, be and the same are hereby reserved to the United 
States from the operation of this act, except so far as it may be 
found necessary to locate the route of said road through such 
reserved lands; in which case, the right of way only shdl be 
granted. 
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Sec. 2. And be it farther enacted, That the said lands hereby 
granted to the said States shall be subject to the disposal, of 
the Legislature thereof, for the purposes aforesaid, and no 
other; and the said road shall be and remain [a] public high- 
way for the use of the Goveniment of the United States, free 
from tolls or other charge itpon the transportation of any prop- 
erty, troops or mails of the United States. 

Sec. d. Ajid be it/urlher enacted. That the lands hereby granted 
to said States Rhji.ll be disposed of only in the following mBn- 
ner, that is to say: That a quantity of land, not exceeding 
thirty sections, for said road, may be sold ; and when the 
Governors of said States shall certify to the Secretary of the 
Interior that any ten continuoufl miles of said road are com- 
pleted, then anothei' quantity of land, hereby granted, not to 
exceed thirty sections for said road, having ten continuous 
miles completed, as aforesaid, may be sold, and so, from time 
to time, untQ the said road is completed; and if said road is 
not completed within five years, no further sales shall be made, 
and the lands unsold shdl revert to the United States. 

Sec. 4. And be iifurth^- enacted. That said mOitaryroad shall 
be constructed vrith sufficient drains and ditches, and not less 
than forty feet in width, with a gi-ade not leas than sixteen feet 
wide, with such gi-aduation and bridges as shall permit of its 
regular use as a wagon road in all seasons of the year, and in' 
such other special manner as the States of Michigan and 
Wisconsin shall prescribe. 

Approved March 3, 18C3. 
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OF LANDS GRANTED TO AID IN THE CONSTETJCTION 
OF RAILEOADS. 

■Act Of JusE 3, 1858—11 V. S. SlJTLlK il Likgb, 21. 

AN ACT making a Grant of alternate Sections of the Public 
Lands, to the State of Michigan, to aid in the Constnietion of 
certain Eailroada in said State, and for other purpoaee. 

£e it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That there be 
and hereby is, granted to the State of Michigan, to aid in the , 
constraction of raih-oads from little Bay do Noquet to Mar- 
quette, and thence to Ontonagon, and fi'om the two last named 
places to the "Wisconsin State line; and also from Amboy, by 
Hillsdale and Lansing, and from Grand Eapids to some point 
on or near Traverse Bay; also from Grand Haven and Pei-e 
Marquette to Flint, and thence to Port Huron, every alternate' 
section of land designated by odd numbers; for sis sections in 
width on each aide of each of said roads; but in case it shall 
appear that the United States have, when the lines or routes of 
said roads are definitely fixed, sold any section or any part 
thereof granted as aforesaid, or that the light of preemption 
has attached to the same, then it shall be lawful for any agent 
or agents, to be appointed by the Governor of said State, to se- 
lect, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior, 
from the lands of the United States nearest to the tiers of sec- 
tions above specified, so much land in alternate sections or 
parts of sections as shall be equal to such lands as the United 
States have sold or otherwise appropriated, or to vfhich the 
right of preemption has attached as aforesaid; which lands 
(thus selected in lieu of those sold, and to which preemption 
rights have attached as aforesaid, together with the sections 
and parts of sections designated by odd numbers as aforesaid, 
and appropriated as aforesaid} shall be held by the State of 
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Michigaafor the use and purpose aforesaid: Provided, That 
the lands to be so located shaJl in no case be further than fifteen 
miles from the lines of said roads, and selected for, and ,on ac- 
count of each of said roads: Pnyvided furllter. That the lands 
h^eby granted shall be exclusively applied in the conatraction 
of that road for and on account of which auch lands are hereby 
granted, and shall be disposed of only as the work progresses, 
and the same shall be apphed to no other purpose -whatsoever: 
And provided furiher, That any and all lands heretofore re- 
served to the United States by any act of Congress, or in any 
other manner, by competent authority, for the purpose of aid- 
ing in any object of mtemal improvement, or forliny other pur- 
^pose whatsoever, be and the same are hereby reserved to the 
United States from the operations of this act, except so far as 
may be found necessary to locate the routes of said railroads 
through such reserved lands, in which case, the right of way 
only shall be granted, subject to the approval of the President 
of the United States. 

Sec 2. And be ii farther enacted. That the sections and pai-ts 
of sections of land which, by such grant, shall remain to the 
United States, within six miles on each side of each of said 
roads, shall not be sold for less than double the nunimum 
price of the pubhc lands when sold; nor shall any of said lands 
become subject to private entry untQ the same have been' first 
offered at pubhc sale at the increased price. 

Sec. 3. And be U furthei- enacted. That the said lands hereby 
granted to the said State, shaU be subject to the disposal of the 
Legislature thereof, for the purpose aforesaid, and no other; 
and that the said railroads shall be and remain public high- 
ways for the use of the government of the United States, free 
from toll or other charge upon the transportation of any prop- 
erty or troops of the United States. 

Sec 4 AndbeitfuiiJier enacted, That the lands hereby grajited 
to said State shall be disposed of by said State only in manner 
following, that is to say: That a quantity of land not exceeding 
one hundred and twenty sections, for each of said roads, and 
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inctoded within a conlinnons length of twentj miles of each of 
said roads, may be sold; md when the GOTemor of said . State 
«h«ll eertify to the Seeretarj of the Interior that any twenty 
continnous miles of any of said roads is eompleted, then an- 
other quantity of land hereby granted, not to exceed one hun- 
dred and twenty sections for each of said roads ha-ring twenty 
continuims miles completed as aforesaid, and included within a 
continuous Ifngth of twenty miles of eai of said roads may be 
sold; and so from time to time until said roads are completed; 
and if «fxy of said roads is not completed within ten years, no 
further sales shaU be made, and the lands unsold shall revert 
to the United States. 

Sic. 5. And be it fuvtha- enaeki. That the United States maU 
sbaU be tr.nsporled over said roads, under the direction of the 
Post Office Departmenii at such price as Congress may, by law 
direct: FmMed, That mlil sfch price is filed bylaw, thePost- 
_ master General shall have the power to delermino the same. 
, Approved June 3, 1856. 



AM ACT to grant the Eight of Way to aU Bail and Plani 
rtoMs and Macadamized Tumpiles passing throneh the 
Pubbc Land belonging to the United States. 

Be ttemcted by the Senate and Bimse of Repremtiaiives of 
llu: Inlted Stales of America, in Congress asKmUed, That the right 
of way shall be, and is hereby granted to all raU and plank 
road, or macadamized turnpike companies that are now or may 
bo chartered within ten years hereafter, over and through any 
of the pubKc lands of the United Stales, over which any rail 
or plank or macadamized tumpites are or may bo authorized 
by an act of the legislature of the respective States iu which 
pubbc hmds may be situated; and the said company or oompai 
nies are hereby authorized to survey and mark tbrough.lhe said 
pnbKc knds, to bo held by them forthe track of safd road, one 
hundred feetln width: Provided, That in case where deep «- 
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cavation or heftvy embankment is requii-ed for the grade of 
such road, tlien at such places a greater width may be taken 
by such company, if necessary, not exceeding in the whole two 
hundred feet. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted. That the said company or 
companies shall have the right to take from the public lands, 
in the -vicinity of said road or roads, all such materials of earth; 
stone, or wood as may be necessary or convenient, from time to 
time, for the first construction of said road or roads, or any 
part thereof, through said land. 

Sec. 3. And be if further enacted. That there shall be, and is 
hereby granted to said company or companies, all necessary sites 
fcr watering places, depots, and workshops along the line of 
said road or roads, so far as the places convenient ^r the same 
may fall upon the pubhc lands: Provided, That no one depot 
or watering place shall contain over one square acre, and that 
said sites shall' not be nearer to each other than ten miles along 
the line or lines of said road or roads : Provided further. That the 
said grants herein contained, as well of the use of the public lands, 
as of the materials for the construction of said road or roads shall 
' cease and determine, imless the road or roads be began within 
ten yeai« from and after the passage of this act, and completed 
within fifteen years thereafter: And provided, moreover. That 
if any road, at any time after its completion, be discontinued 
or abandoned by said company or companies, the grants hereby 
made shall cease and determine, and said lands hereby granted, 
revert back to the general government: Provided further. That 
when a location for either of said railroads or plank roads, 
macadamized turnpikes, or sites for depots on the line of such 
road or roads shall be selected, the proper ofBcers of such road 
. or roads shall transmit to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Ofiice a correct plat of the survey of said road or roads, to- 
gether with the survey of sites for depots before such selection 
shall become operative: Provided further. That none of the 
foregoing -provisions of this act shall apply to, or authorize any 
lights in any lands of the United States other than such as 



:yGoogle 



LAKDS DiSkatED to MICHICtAK. 39 

are held tor private entry and sale, and such as are unanrveyed 
and not held for public use by erection or improvements 
thereon. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enaded. That tho right of way 
through the public lands of the United States lying in Black 
Rock, in the county of Erie and State of New York, be, and 
the same is hereby granted to the Lockport and Bnffalo Eail- 
road Company; Prouided, That in the opinion of the President 
of tho XJnited States such grant be not injiirious to the pubhc 
- interest, and that the location shall be approved by the Presi- 
dent as to the position and width of the said railroad: And 
prodded fwihei; That if the said raih'oad shall not be com- 
pleted within two yeara, or if at any time after its completion, 
the said railroad bo discontinued or abandoned, the grant 
shall cease and determine. 
Approved August 4, 1852. 



An OF July 6, 1832—11 D. 3. Stittjiib at L4EOS, 820. 

JOINT RESOLUTION relative to a certain Ctrant of Land 
for Railroad Purposes made to the State of Michigan in 
eighteen hundred and iifty-six. 

Bendced by the Senate and House of M^presenlatives of the 
Untied Slofes of America, in Congress assembled. That the words 
"Wisconsin State line," in the first section of an act en- 
titled "An ait making a grant of lan'ds to the State of 
Michigan, in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
raikoads in said State," approved June third, eighteen hundred 
and fifty-six, shall, vrithoufc forfeiture to said State or its assigns ■ 
of any rights or benefits under said act, or exemption from any 
of the conditions or obhgations imposed thereby, be construed 
t« authorize the location of the line of railroad provided for in 
said act from Mai-quette, on Lake Superior, to the "Wisconsin 
State line, upon any eligible route from the township of Mar- 
quette aforesaid, to a point on the Wisconsin State liae, near 



:y Google 



40 _ D. S. LAWS KELATIVE TO 

the moutli of the Menomouee river, and toucMng at imovahl^ 
points on Green Bay, -witli a view of securing a railroad avail- 
able for military purposes, from Green Bay to the waters of 
Lake Superior, And the line of railroad, as now located in 
pursuance of said act, from Marquette to the Wisconsin State 
line, according to the records of the Genera! Land Office, is 
hereby authorized to be changed so as to conform to the route 
above indicated; which line, when surveyed and the maps and 
plana thereof filed in the propei' office, as required under said 
act of June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, shall confer 
the same rights upon and benefits to the State of Michigan and 
its assigns in said new line, as though the same had been 
originally located under siCid act. 

Sec 2. And be it further resolved, That the provisions of an act ■ 
of Congress, approved August fourth, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-two, entitled " An act to grant the rightiif way to all rail 
and plank roads and McAdamized turnpikes passing through 
the public lands belonging to the United States," be and the 
same are hereby extended so as to be applicable to the new line 
of railroad so as above to be located : Provided, The same shall 
be commenced' within two years from the fourth day of August, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-two, and shall be completed withhi 
five years thereafter. 

Sec. 3. And he it furihe)- reaolKud, That the Secretary of the 
Literior be and he is hereby authoiized to cause all even 
sections or parts of even sections of public lands that may be 
brought within sis miles of the new hue of raih:oad, as herein 
provided for, to be sold at the same price and in the pame 
manner those have or might have been, according to the said 
_ act .of June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, upon the 
. originally located route of railroad. And all purchasei-s, or 
their heirs or assigns, within the six mile limits of said origin- 
ally located route, who shall be more than six miles from the 
new line of route hereby authorized, and who have paid the 
sum of two dollars and fifty cente an acre, -shall havethe right 
either to exchange their locations upon the line as first eetab- 
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liBhed to the new line upon the same terms^ in like quantities, 
and in the same manner, as on the lino first esUblished, aa 
aforesaid, o#at their option to enter, without farther payment, 
anywhere wthin the Marquette land disk-ict, in tlie State of 
Michigan, or that of the Grand Traverse land district, in said 
State, lying north or west of Lake Michigan, an additional 
quantity of public lands subject to private entry, at one dollar 
and twenty-five cents aji acre, equal to the quantity entered by 
them at two dollars and fifty cents per acre, so that the lands 
originally entei-ed by tbem shall be thus reduced to the rate of 
one dollar antl twenty-five cents an aeve. 

Sec. 4. And be ii further resolved. That the even sections of 
public lands reserved to the United States by the aforesaid act of 
June third, eighteen hundred and fifty-sis, along the originally 
located route of the Mai-quette and Wisconsin State Line Rail- 
road Company, except where such sections shall fall within six 
miles of the new line of road so as aforesaid proposed to be 
located, and along which no railroad has been constructed, shall 
hereafter be subject to sale at ono dollar and twenty-five cents 
per acre. 

Sec. 5. And be it. further renolvad, That upon the filing in the 
General Land Office of the lists of said railroad lands, in whole 
or in part, as now selected and cei-tified in the General Land 
Office, with the ccrtificato of the Governor of the State of 
Michigan, under the seal of tbe State, that said State and its 
assigns surrendei- all claim to the lands, as aforesaid, set forth 
and described in the lists thereof thus certified, and that the 
same have never been pledged or sold or in anywise encum- 
bered, then the State of Michigan or its assigns shaU be 
.entitled to receive a like quantity of land, selected in like 
manner, upon the new line of road as thus surrendered upon 
the first line, and to the extent of six sections per mile in the 
aggregate for every mOe of the new hne, according to the gen- 
eral provisions of the act of June thu-d, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six. And it shall be tbe duty of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Offtce to reoffer for public sale, in tbe usual man- 
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ncr, tlie lands embraced in the lists of surrondei'ed lands 
aforeEaid^hvlieii diily filed in his office, as hei'ein directed. 
Approved July 5, 1862. 



AN ACT to amend an Act entitled " An act making a Grant of 
alternate Sections of [the] Public Lands to the State of Mich- 
igan to aid in the Cojjstruction of certain Eaikoade in said 

, State, and for other pnrposes. 

Be it enoicled by (he Senate and House of Rqyreseniatives of 
the United Slates of America, in Congress ajise))ibkd. That the 
act entitled "An act maMng a grant of alternate sections of 
[the] public lands to the State of Michigan to aid in the con- 
struction of certain railroads in said State, and for other pur- 
poses," be and the same is hereby, amended as follows, namely: 
Substitute for the words " and from Grand Eapids to some 
point on or neai' Traverse Bay," contained in the first section 
of said act, these words: And from iPort Wayne, in the State 
of Indiana, to a point on the southern boundaiy line of the 
State of Michigan, in the township of Sturgis, thence, by way 
of Grrand Rapids, to some point on or near Travei'se Bay. And 
the said act shall be, and is hereby, so amended as to substitute 
for the first clause of the first proviso in thefii-st section thereof, 
so far as the same shall be appUcableto'thegrantof landsmado 
to aid in the construction of the railroad described by the fore- 
going amendment, these words; Provided, That the lands so to 
be selected shall in no case be further than twenty miles from 
the lin e of said road: Provided, further. That the time specified 
in the ifch section of the act hereby amended for the completion 
of said road shall not be extended. 

Sec. 2. And he it further enacted. That the lands granted by 
the act amended by this act, and also by the provisions of this 
act, to aid in the construction of the railroad described in the 
foregoing section, shall be disposed of only in the following 
manner, that is to say, when the Governor bf the State of Mich- 
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%m .M certify to tke Secretary of the Interior th.t ten cob- 
.eoutire miles of Mid ro.d kave been completed in . good md 
.nbstantnd mmner as e first diss mili-oad, indie.ting deinitelj 
Tjhere s.,d completed section commences .nd where the same 
lermmeles, the said secretary Aall cause patents loiseuetos.id 
State for so mnch of said lands as are located oppomte to, and 
cotemmous irith, said completed section of said road, and so 
from time to time for each completed section of ten miles of 
said road until the whole shall be completed. 
Appropd Jnne 7, 1864. 



l«kd ?A f T- "' ""'" "'^° "' *■> ™»"=l »n «»' 
Wtotht^^t,"",^?"iP™'°'"''°"''"''"«''"°' Public 
land to the State of Michigan, to aid m the constmcKon of 
certam Eadroads m said State, and for other purposes.' ° 
Bei enacled i, the Senate and Hmue of O^e^nUia, 0/ ffie 
hmlei Slate, of America, in Congren lasemUei, That section one 
of an act entitled "An act to amend an act entitled 'An act 
maldng a grant of alternate sections of pubKc lands t» the 
Slate of Michigan, to aid in the construction of certain raili-oads 
m said State, and for other purposes,' » which atid amendatory 
act was approved Jnne 7th, 1864, be, and the same i, hereby 
amended, so a. to make the last proviso m said section read a, 
follows, to wit: PraB«rf,/„rtto-,That the time specified in 
the fourth section of the act hereby amended, for the com- 
pletion of said road, shall be and the same is hereby extended 
eight years. 
Approved Mai-ch 3, 1865. 
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Act of FeBEDAHi IT, 1885—13 U. S. Sr/mrns *i LiEHB, se». 

A RESOLUTION to extend the time for tte reTerdon to the 
"United States of the lands granted by Congress to aid in the 
construction of a raiboad from Pere Marquette to Flint, and 
for the completion of said road. 

Eesohvd by the SeticUe and House of Bepreserdaiims of the 
United Slates of America, in Congress assemUed, That the time 
specified in the fourth section of .the aet of Congress, approved 
. June 3d, 1856, entitled "An act making a grant of alternate 
sections of the pubhc land to the State of Michigan, to aid in 
the construction of certain raOroads in said StaTi, and for 
other purposes," for the reversion to the United States of the 
lands gi-anted by aaid act to aid in the construction of a rail- 
road from Pere Marquette to Flint, and for the completion of 
said road, be and the same is hereby extended for the term of 
five years. 

Approved February 17, 1865. 



AN ACT to extend the time for the completion of certain Rail- 
roads to which land grants have been made in the States of 
Micliigan and Wisconsin. 

Be it enacted h/ the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of Amefica, in Congress ossenMed, That there be, 
and hereby is granted to the State of Michigan, for the purpose 
of aiding m the construction of a railroad from Marquette, on 
Lake Superior, to the Wisconsin Stat« hne, at or near the 
mouth of the Menomonee river, for the benefit and use of the 
Chicago and Northwestern Railway Company, a corporation of 
the States of Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and from Mar- 
quette to Ontonagon, for the use and benefit of the Marquette 
and Ontonagon RaUroad company, a corporation of the State 
of Michigan, and for twenty miles westerly from Marquette, of 
the Bay de Noquet and Marquette railroad, for the benefit and 
use of the Bay de Noquet and Marquette Railroad company, 
four additional alternate sections of land, per mile, to that 
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already grmited bj net of Congress, upproyed June thiid, A. D. 
eighteen linndj'ed and Btj-Bii. and joint resotalion supple- 
mentary thereto, to be selected npon the same conditions, 
restrictions and Hmit.lionB as are contained in the aot of Con- 
gress entitled ''An act making a grant of lands to the State of 
Michigan, in alternate sectiois, to aid in the construction of 
raitoads m said Stale," approved JunetMrd, eighteen hundred 
and fiftj-sii: Provided, That the land to be so located by either 
of said roads shall bo selected from the alternate sections, 
designated by odd nranbers, mthin twenty miles of the line of 
said road. 

Sio. 2. And he U furlher ena.ded, Thai the lands granted by 
said act of Congress, and by this act, shall be disposed of only 
in the follomng manner, that is to say: When the" GoTemor of 
the State of Michigan shall certify to the Secretary of the In- 
lerior that any ten consecutive miles, npon the route of either 
of said roads, is completed in a good and substantial manner, 
as o first-class raih-oad, then the Secretary of the Interior shall 
cause a ccrtiflcate or certiicates to issue to said State for one 
hundred sections of land, for the benefit and use of such com- 
pany, and so i-orn time to tune for each completed section of 
ten nules of cither of said roads, one himdred socBons of land, 
until the whole shall he completed; Provided, That none of lie 
additional lanii gi-anted by this act for that portion of the 
Marquette and Ontonagon Eadroad now completed shall bo 
eertified to the Slate of Michigan, by the terms hereof, nutfl the 
said raih-oad shall be completed from a pomt twenty miles we.t 
of Marquette to Ontjnagon; and thai none of the additional 
lands granted by this act for that portion of the raili-oad from 
Marquette to Iho WisconBrn Slate hne, at or near the month of 
■ the Monomonee river, no, completed, shaD ho so certified until 
the said railroad shall bo completed from Bay de Noqnet to 
the said WiBConsiu State line, at or near the mouth of the 
Menomoneo river aforesaid. 

Sic. 8. And be itfurfhur enacted. That the tune Kmilod for the 
completion of the road from Mai-quette to the Wisconsm Stale 
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li... at or ne» tto „„„tl, „t the MmomoMe riv.r, be md the 
^e.. hereby extended forthe tens of a™ ,e.r^ ir„„, „d 

Sty-dt" °' ^°"' ^- "■ '*"''"' ''"■''"•» '""i 

S.e 4. Ai fe ,)/,„,,„. „„«_ n., „„ ,,__^^ ^ ^^ ^^ 
^»t for the ro.a from Marquette to Bay de N„auet, .„d from 
M.r,uette to Q„to„ago„. ehaD be eeleeted and eerlifed e„l of 
aat portion of the range Hne diridi.g rangee t«„ty-3i, and 
lyenty-.eve«. that ie, „„th of the t„wnd,ip line between toTO- 
A.pe forty-seven and fortyeight, nor ,onth of that portion of 
the t„™h.p hno diriding townrinp. forty-se™ and fortj- 
e^ht ttat Iiee ea.tof the diriding range line above n.„ei 
«id that no lands to be set apart for the road from Marqnetle 
on Lake Snpor,„r, to the Wisoonria State line, at or near the 
month of the Mohomoneo river, Bhall be seleeted and eertiiied 
west of that porfaoa of the range hne dividing ranges t«nty- 

.n, and twenty-seven, that is,northof the township linediridii 
to,nsh,p. forty-two and forty-three, nor north of the town.hS 
^e drndrng township, forty-seven and forty-eight, aad th.f 
or he pmT,ose of making „p .ny dejeiency of lands to which 
. a e Ime of road from a.r,nette to Bay de Noquet may be el 
trUed. to „d.e its grant e,„al to ten section, to the mile the 
same sh.n be eertiiied on the route from Marquette to On 
.agon, wrtin, twenty miles of the line of said road, and „st 
of the r„ge hne dividiag ranges thirly^ne and thir4;,two Td 

-ttat, whenever the Governor of the Slate of Miehi^an Til 
c.ri,f. .0 40 Seeretary o, the Interior that twent^oZcu*^ 
mJes of the line of the road from Marqnett, to Bay deZ^^ 
ha. been eon.ple.ed m a good and subsi^tial mam,er .s!Zt 

.eefons of land, to be „leeted and located from the .0*:.' 



cjGoogIc 



LANDS DONATED TO MtOHIOAK. 47 

designated by odd numbers, on tlie line from Marquette to 
Ontonagon, and mthin twenty miles of said line. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted. That the time for the com- 
pletion of the raOroad from I''ond dii Lac, on Lake Winnebago, 
to the Wisconsin State line, at or near the month of the Menom- 
onee river, shall be and hereby is extended, for the period of 
five years from and after the third day of June, one thonaand 
eight hundred and sixty-six; and that any and all grants of 
land to said road shall continue and remain in full force and 
effect. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That each of said companies 
shall grade, lq a good and substantial manner, ready for the 
ties, twenty miles of its road witliin two years, and twenty miles 
additional thereof in each year thereafter: Provided, That if 
said companies, or either of them, shall neglect or fail to do so, 
or to complete its road within the time herein specified, the 
land granted to such company ehaU revert to the United States. 
I March 3, 1865. 



AN ACT granting the Eight of Way over, and Depot Grounds 
on, the Military Reserve at Port Gratiot, m the State of 
Michigan, for Kailroad purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate- and House of R^-emntatives of Ihe 
United States of America, in Congress assembled. That the light 
of way through and privilege of constructing depots and work- 
shops on the pubhc lauds of the United States lying in the 
county of St. Claii', State of Michigan, commonly called the 
Fort Gratiot militaiy rcsciwation, be, and the same is hereby 
granted to any railroad company or companies which may con- 
struct a raih-oad or railroads from the city of Detroit, or any 
other place in said State, to or near the village of Port Huron, 
"ill said State : Provided, That in the opinion of the President 
of the United States such grant or grants be not injuriousto 
the pui-poses of public defense, and that the location of said 
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btuldings on, and such road or roads as to position and width 
through said reservatioKj and the price of the land to be so 
occupied, being first determined by the Secretary of War, be 
approved by the President: And provided further. That if the 
price of such grant or grants be not paid mthin thirty days 
- after the approval of the President, or if either of said roads 
shall not be completed within three years, or if, at any time after 
its completion, it ahaU he discontinued, the grant shall cease 
and determine as to such road: And iwovided further. That all 
the buildings to be erected upon said reservation shall be of 
wood, and if at any time it should be deemed expedient by 
the commanding officer of Fort Gratiot, or by any other higher 
military authority, to destroy such buildings by fire or other- 
wise, no claims shall be made against the United States for 
damages. 

Approved Febi-uaiy 8, 1859. 



AN ACT to extend the time for the Reversion to the United 
States of the Lands granted by Congress to aid in the 
Construction of a Eailroad from Amboy, by HiUedalo and 
Lansing, to some point on or near Traverse Bay, in the State 
of Michigan, and for the Completion of said Boad. 

Be it enacted hy tlie Senate and House of SepriHentatives of 
the United Slates of America, in Gongi-ens .assemUed, That the 
time limited by tho fourth section of an act entitled " An act 
making a grant of alternate sections of the public lands to the 
State of Michigan, to aid in the construction of cei-tain railroads 
in said State, and for other purposes," approved June 3, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-six, for the completion of the rail- 
road from Amboy, by Hillsdale and Lansing, to some point on 
or near Traverse Bay, shall be, and hereby is, revived and 
extended for the period of seven years, from and after the third 
day of June, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six; and 
that said gi-ants shall continue and remain in full force and 
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effect for and during that period, as if it had been so provided 
in said fourth section of said act of Jane three, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty-sis : Provided, That the Amboy, Lansing and 
Traverse Bay Eaihx)ad Company, a corporation organized 
under the laws of the State of Michigan, shall forfeit all right 
to said grant, or any part thereof which it may now have, or 
■which may hereafter be conferred upon it by tlie Legislature of 
the State of Michigan, if and whenever tlie said company shall 
fail, in whole or in part, fully and completely to perform any of 
the following conditions, that is to say: TVst, to clear, grub 
aud grade twenty consecutiyo miles of the road-bed of said 
road between Owosso and Saginaw City, so that the same shall 
be in readiness for the ties and iron by the first day of Febru- 
ary, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven; Second, to fully com- 
plete said road from Owosso to Saginaw City, so that the same 
shall be in readiness for the running of trains by the first day 
of November, eighteen hundred and msty-seven; Third, to 
fiiUy complete, in like manner, twenty miles of said road in 
each and every year after the said first day of November, 
eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, and to fuUy complete the 
entire road by the time limited by this act : And provided, further 
That in case of failure of said Amboy, Lansing and Traverse 
Bay Eailfroad] Company to perform any of the above conditions 
by the respective times limited therefor, the Legislature of the 
State of Michigan may, at its first session after any such 
failure, confer the said grant upon some other railroad corpora- 
tion or corporations, upon such terms and conditions as the 
Legislature may see fit, t-o carry out the purposes of the said act 
of June three, eighteen hundred and fifty-sis, and when bo 
conferred, such corporation or corporations shall be entitled to 
have and enjoy all of the said grant, which shall not then have 
been lawfully disposed of, to tlie same extent and in the same 
mMmer and for tbe same purposes, as if the same had been 
originally conferred upon such corporation or corporations. 
And any such railroad corporation or corporations, whether 
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now organized or hereafter to be organized, upou wMcli said 
grant may be so conferred in whole or fa part, may receive the 
same without prejudice to any land grant, or other rights or 
franchises prcYiously acquired. But in no ca&e shall such cor- 
poration or coi'porations be entitled to receive more than ten 
aections of land to the -mile, for that portion of said road 
which may be consolidated in accordance with the provisions 
of this act: And promded further. That if the Legislature shall, 
in any such case of failure, so confer said grant as above pro- 
vided, then the said lands, or so much thereof as shall then 
remain not lawfully disposed of, shall be subject to the disposal 
and futui-e control of said Legislature, as provided in section 
three of said act of June three, eighteen hundred and fifty-six, 
until the ospiration of the time limited by this act. But in 
case the said Legislature shall, in such case, fail to so confer 
sadd grant, then the said lands shall revert to the United 
States. 

Sec. 2. And he it fuiilier enacted, That the Flmt and Pere 
Marquette Eailroad Company may change the western terminus 
of its road to some point on Lake Michigan, at or south of 
Grand Traverse Bay; and any railroad corporations, having a 
right to the respective land grants specified in the said act of 
June three, eighteen hundred and fifty-sis, located in the lower 
peninsula of the Stete of Michigan, may unite and contract 
with each other, or witlt any other railroad corporation or cor- 
porations, for the construction and operation of a single, hn© of 
road for any portion of their routes, without prejudice to any 
land grants, or other rights or franchises previously acquired. 
And any and aU such corporations are hereby authorized to 
chauge the location of their Hues of road,3'so far as maybe 
necessary for the purpose of such consolidation, but not so as 
to change their respective termini otherwise than is authorized 
by this act And whenver any change of temiinua or location 
of line ia made, as provided for in this act, the corporation or 
corporations making such change, shall file Jn the General Land 
Office, new maps definitely showing such change and the new 
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line of roEid adopted : Provided, That the road mentioned in the 
first section of this act shall run on the west side of Saginaw 
river, and that the principal depot shall be located in the north- 
em portion of the plat of Saginaw City, so aa best to accommo- 
date the cities of Saginaw and East Saginaw. 

Sec. 3. And be H furlher enacted. That the laods granted by 
the said act of June three, eighteen hundred and flfty-sis, to 
aid in the construction of the railroad described in the first 
section of this act, shall be disposed of only in the following 
mamier, that is to say: when the Governor of the State of 
Michigan shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior that ten 
or more consecutive miles of said road have been completed in 
a good and substantial manner, as a first-class railroad, stating 
definitely the commencement and termination of each com- 
pleted portion of said road, and the coi-poration or corporations 
so entitied to lands on account thereof, the Secretary of the 
iiterior shall cause patents for lands for such completed por- 
tion of said road to be issued to said corporation or corpora- 
tions; Provided, That none of said lands shall be acquired or so 
patented for any portion of said road so completed south of the 
intersection of said road with the Detroit and Milwaukee rail- 
way, until the whole of said road north of said intersection 
Bh^ have been completed, and the lands therefor patented, as 
aforesaid: And provided further, That the road mentioned in the 
first section of this act shall be and remaua a public highway 
for the use of the Govomment of the United States, and shall 
transport, free from toll or other charges, all property, troops 
and munitions of war belonging to the same. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted. That all" laws and parts of 
laws inconsistent with the provisions of this act are hereby 



Approved July 3, 1866. 
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OF LANDS GEANTED TO AH) IN THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF THE LAC LA BELLE SHIP CANAL. 

Act of JuLt S, 1508— U. S. SriTOTKfl jt Larde, (la6B-6,) Sp. 

AN ACT granting cei'tain lands to the Stato of Michigan, to 
aid in the conatmction'of a Ship Canal, to connect the waters 
of Late Superior mth^tlie Lake known as Lac La Belle, in 
said State. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Souse of Hqjresentoiives of the 
Untied Slaiis of Amenca, in Congress assembled, Thrft there be, 
and is hereby, granted to the State of Michigan, for the use 
and benefit of the " Lac La Belle Harbor ImproTenient Com- 
pany," a company organized under and by virtue of the laws 
of tho Stato of Michigan, for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of a ship canaJ, to connect the waters of Lake Su- 
perior, with the lake known as Lae La Belle, in said State, ona 
himdred thousand acres of the public lands of the United 
States, in the upper peninsula of MiehigMi, to bo selected from 
the odd-numbered sections of lands nearest the location of the 
said canal, not otherwise reserved or appropriated, nor desig- 
nated by the United States as "mineral lands "prior to the 
passage of thia act, nor to which the rights of pre-emption or 
homestead have attached : Provided, That the said canal shall 
be at least one himdred feet wide at the top, seventy-five feet 
wide at the bottom, and shall have, when completed, a depth of 
water through its entire length, of at least twelve feet, running 
from sixteen feet of water in Lake Superior, to fourteen feet of 
water in Lae La Belle : 'And provided further. That said canal 
shall be and remain a public highway for tho use of the gov- 
ernment of the United States, free from toll or charge upon the 
vessels of said government, or upon vessels employed by said 
government in the transportation of any property or troops of 
the United States, 
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Sec. 2. And be U further enacted. That the Iiuida, hereby 
granted shall be subject to the disposal of the Legislature of 
the State of Michigan, for the purpose aforesaid and no other; 
that as soon as the Governor of the said State shall file, or 
cause to be filed, with the Secretary of the Interior, a map or 
plan, showing the location of the said canal, then it shall bo 
the duty of the Secretary of the Interior to withdraw from 
market the lands applicable and subject to the proirfsions of 
this act; and whenever the Governor of the State of Michigan 
shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior that the said ship 
oanal has been completed, in a good, substantial, and workman- 
like manner, in all respects in conformity with the provisions of 
this act, and to his satisfaction, then it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Interior to issue patents to the said State of 
Michigan, for the lands hereby granted. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That if the said ship canid 
shall not be completed within two years from and after the 
passage of this act, the lands hereby granted shall ravert to 
the United States. 

Approved July 3, 1866. 
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